CITY OF SOMERVILLE, MASSACHUSETTS
SCHOOL COMMITTEE

Monday, October 24, 2016 — Regular Meeting

7:00 pm. - Central Office Conference Room — 8 Bonair Street

Members present: Ms. Palmer (7:04), Mr. Roix, Mr. Futrell (7:07), Mr. Green, Ms. Pitone (7:07), Ms. Normand,
Alderman White and Mayor Curtatone

Members absent:
I. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Carrie Normand called a Regular Meeting of the School Committee to order in the aldermanic chambers
at 7:01 p.m., with a moment of silence and a salute to the fiag of the United States of America. Ms. Normand
asked for a roll call, the results of which are as follows: - Present ~ 5 — White, Roix, Green, Normand and Curtatone
Absent — 3 — Palmer, Futrell, and Pitone.

II. STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL: Dessources was not able to attend tonight's meeting.

Presentations:

» Introduction of staff who have recently achieved Professional Teaching Status
We had many wonderful guests at this evenings meeting. For the first time, teachers who have recently
attained professional status were recognized publicly for their achievements. 36 teachers reached PTS this
year. Ms. Normand stated that our teachers are such a valuable resource as we trust our kids with them
every day how important the student/parent/teacher relationships are. STA President Jackie Lawrence
congratulated those present for “surviving” and reiterated that this is a big accomplishment. Ms. Lawrence
joined Ms. MacDonald and Superintendent Skipper as each teacher was introduced and presented with a
certificate from the HR Department and an STA water bottle from Ms. Lawrence.

» Julia Allen, East Somerville Community School, Grade 1 Unidos Teacher

Elizabeth Amero, Argenziano School, ESL Teacher

Emily Daddio, Healey School, Special Education Inclusion Specialist

Jenna DiNovis, East Somerville Community School, Grade 5 Unidos Teacher

Janice Fahey-Flynn, Argenziano School, ESL Specialist

Lindsay Garofalo, East Somerville Community School, Integrated Grade 1 Teacher

Caitlin Harper, Winter Hill Community Innovation School, Integrated Kindergarten Teacher

Alison Kase, West Somerville Neighborhood School, Grade 7 Language Arts Teacher

Marisa MacDonald, Argenziano School, Resource Room Teacher

Lauren McGlashing, Capuano Early Childhood Center, Kindergarten Teacher

Georgia O'Keefe, Argenziano School, Smile Teacher

Stephanie Rand, Kennedy School, Art Teacher

Catherine Ward, Brown School, Music Teacher

Scott Weaver, East Somerville Community School, Grade 7-8 Math Teacher

Diana Young, Capuano Early Childhood Center, SEIP Kindergarten

The School Committee recessed at 7:08 p.m. so that members could meet and congratulate our guests.
The School Committee resumed at 7:16 p.m.

* Human Resources — Hiring and Restructure Report and Demographic Data
Mariana MacDonald provided her report on the HR Department restructure and the demographic makeup of
district staff. A copy of this presentation information is included at the end of these minutes. With Ms.
MacDonald were department members Sharon Ellis, Assistant HR Director; Jean Cabral, Administrative Assistant
and Katherine Santiago, Senior Clerk.
Topics covered included:
» Mission Statement
Career Fairs
Early posting of vacancies
Partnerships
Diversity is more than just race
Professional development opportunities for paraprofessionals






ORDER OF BUSINESS October 24, 2016

face fourth-seeded Beverly on Saturday, October 29, at 1;00pm at Hurd Stadium in Beverly. Tickets are
$5 for students and $7 for adults. Come out and support your Highlander football team in their playoff run!

+ It's hard to believe that November is right around the corner. This is a quick reminder that we have several
*no school” days coming up next month:

o Tuesday, November 8", is Election Day. There will be no school for students. It will be a professional
development day for all students. Please get out and vote on November 8t

o Friday, November 11%, is Veteran’s Day. All schools and district offices will be closed that day.

o Thanksgiving Recess begins at noon on Wednesday, November 23, All students will be dismissed at
noon on Wednesday. All schools and district offices will be closed for Thanksgiving break on
Thursday and Friday, November 24t and 25,

* One of the most valuable resources we have in Somerville is a community dedicated to working together to
support youth. Partnerships play a key role in helping us meet our mission of supporting the whole child.

- One of our long-standing partners, Groundwork Somerville, will be celebrating the completion of a
Community Preservation Act grant that supported work with our school communities to enhance school
gardens. That celebration takes place tomorrow {Tuesday, Oct. 25%) from 2:00-2:30pm at the East
Somerville Community School. We're extremely proud of our work in the Farm to School movement, and
very grateful for partners like Groundwork Somerville and the Community Preservation Act for their
commitment to supporting Somerville youth. We look forward to a great celebration!

» Tomorrow night, I will be meeting with the Special Education Parent Advisory Counsel at 6:00 at Somerville
High School,

Ms. Normand announced that, due to early voting taking place in the Board of Aldermen’s Chambers, our next
Regular meeting will also be held here at Bonair Street.

V. NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Green proposed amending the resolution passed in the spring regarding the Charter Schoo! Cap to include
the following text below the instruction to distribute the resolution to reflect the fact that this issue is now
commonly known as Ballot Question 2 and also to be in line with other School Committees across the state who
have adopted similar language:
MOTION: Mr. Green made a motion, seconded by Ms. Palmer, to add the following language "Be it Also Resolved
that the Somerville School Committee urges residents to vote 'No' on Question 2 in the 2016 General Election.”
The motion was approved via voice vote.

VI. ITEMS FROM BOARD MEMBERS
None

VIL ADJOURNMENT

Prior to adjourning, Ms. Pitone expressed the School Committee’s condolences for the following staff family of a
staff member who recently passed away:

« Joseph Ryan, Jr., son of Maryann Ryan, retired paraprofessional from the Capuano Early Childhood
Center.

RELATED DOCUMENTS:
1. Agenda
2. Personnel Report
3. Human Resources Department and Demographic Presentations

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. via voice vote,




































